
haben setn

hiitte
hiittest

hdtten
hattet
hiitten

habe etc

gehabt

ware
wiirest
wdre

wiren
wiiret
wdren

werden

wr,irde
wiirdest
wtirde

wr,irden

wiirdet
wUrden

Tfr.r" are six modal verbs (or modal auxiliaries)

in German, which can express a wide range of meanings

beyond their literal English translations: diirfen (fo

be allowed fo), k<innen (to be able fo), miigen (to like),

miissen (to have fo), sollen (ought to), wollen (to want).

Their main function is to express the speaker's attitude,

such as a liking for something, an obligation, ot an ability
to do something.

26."1 Uses
126.1.1 Modal verbs are normally used with another
verb, which appears in the infinitive at the end of a simple
sentence or main clause:

Darf ich hier rauchen? May I smoke here?

lch mdchte nichstes lahr I would like to go to Austrio

nach Osterreich fahren. next year.

Du musst sofort kommen. You must come immediotely.

Verbs expressing motion and the verbs tun and machen
are often omitted when a modal verb is used:

lch konnte leider nicht l'm ofroid I couldn't come any

frther (kommen). earlier.

Musst du das wirklich Do you reolly hove to do this?

(machen)?

a 26.1.2 The Konjunktiv II forms of modal verbs 126.2.2)

are often used to convey politeness:

Konjunktiv ll Gegenwart

Sing. f . ich
2. du

3. erlsie/es hiitte

Pl. 1. wir
2. ihr
3. sie/Sie

Perfect

f . ich etc. bin etc. bin etc.

gewesen (ge)worden

Dtirfte ich mal eben

telefonieren?
Mrichten Sie den Anzug

anprobieren?
Sie miissten das noch

erledigen.

Could I just use your phone?

Would you like to try on

the suit?

You ought to finish thqt.


