Modal verbs

haben sein werden i o
There are six modal verbs (or modal auxiliaries)

in German, which can express a wide range of meanings

Konjunktiv Il Gegenwart

Sing. 1.ich hatte ware wirde beyond their literal English translations: diirfen (fo
2.du hattest warest wiirdest be allowed to), konnen (to be able to), mogen (to like),
3. er/sie/es hatte ware wiirde miissen (to have to), sollen (ought to), wollen (to want).
PL 1. wir hatten waren wiirden Their main function is to express the speaker’s attitude,
2. ihr hattet waret wiirdet w such as a liking for something, an obligation, or an ability
3. sie/Sie hatten waren wirden : to do something.
i _ , B 26.1 Uses
1. ich etc. habe etc.  bin etc. bin etc. 4 )
gehabt gewesen  (ge)worden : W 26.1.1 Modal verbs are normally used with another

verb, which appears in the infinitive at the end of a simple
sentence or main clause:
Darf ich hier rauchen? May | smoke here?
Ich mochte nachstes Jahr [ would like to go to Austria
nach Osterreich fahren.  next year.
Du musst sofort kommen. You must come immediately.

B I T ¥ e i

Verbs expressing motion and the verbs tun and machen
are often omitted when a modal verb is used:
Ich konnte leider nicht I’'m afraid | couldn’t come any

friher (kommen). earlier.
Musst du das wirklich Do you really have to do this?
(machen)?

M 26.1.2 The Konjunktiv II forms of modal verbs (26.2.2)
are often used to convey politeness:
Diirfte ich mal eben Could I just use your phone?
telefonieren?
Méchten Sie den Anzug ~ Would you like to try on

anprobieren? the suit?
Sie miissten das noch You ought to finish that.
erledigen.
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