
126.2.1 Present tense

wollen mdgen miissen diirfen sollen kiinnen

Sing.

f.ich
2. du

3. er

Plural

1. wir
2.ihr
3. sie

will
willst
will

wollen
wollt
wollen

ma9
magst
mag

mogen
mcigt
mcigen

Simple

past

wollte
mochte
musste

durfte
sollte

konnte

mu55

musst

mu55

mr.lssen

mtisst

mtssen

wollte
mochte
mr,isste

drirfte
sollte
kcinnte

darf
darfst
darl

drirfen
drlrft
drirfen

soll

sollst

soll

sollen

sollt
sollen

kann

kannst

kann

konnen
konnt'
konnen

refers back to the subiect of

lwash (myself).

I remember thqt.

a 26.2.2 Summary of other tenses

lnfinitive Konjunk-

tiv ll

The past participle form with ge- is only used when the
modal is used without another verb:

Er hat das nicht gewollt. He didn't intend thot.

The modal infinitive is used instead if there is another
verb. In this 'double infinitive' construction the modal
infinitive always follows the other verb:

lch habe das kaufen wollen. I wonted to buy it.
Du hiittest das wissen mUssen. You should hove known that.

In modern German these rather complicated perfect tense

forms are usually replaced by the much shorter simple past.

lch wollte das kaufen. I wonted to buy it.

German has a large number of reflexive verbs, many of
which do not have a reflexive equivalent in English. In
a dictionary, the infinitive is given with the reflexive
pronoun sich.

27.1 Formation
Reflexive verbs may be weak, strong or mixed. For the
formation of the tenses see 34. The perfect tense of
reflexive verbs is normally formed with haben.

27.2 Accusative/Dative reflexive pronouns
The reflexive pronoun may be either the direct obiect of
the verb (therefore in the accusative case) or the indirect
object (dative case).

I 27.2.', Reflexive verb + accusative

The majority of reflexive verbs follow this pattern.

Sing. f . ich wasche mich
2. du wiischst dich
3. er/sie/es wiischt sich

Pl. 1. wir waschen uns we are

2. ihr wascht euch you are

3. sie/Sie waschen sich they/
you are

Perfect

habe ... gewollt/wollen
habe ... gemocht/mogen
habe ... gemusst/mr-issen

habe ... gedurft/dtirfen
habe ... gesollt/sollen
habe ... gekonnt/konnen

wollen
mcigen

mrissen

drirfen
sollen

konnen

ich

ich

ich

ich

ich

ich

t'm
you ore

he/she/

it is

myself

yourself

himself/

herself/

itself

ourselves

yourselves

themselves/

yourself

Reflexive verbs are verbs with a pronoun in the

accusative or dative which
the sentence.

lch wasche mich.
lch merke mir das.

woshing


