M 6.1.2 Masculine by form
Most nouns with the following endings are masculine:
-ar, -and, der Reaktiondr (reactionary), der
-ant, -ast Doktorand (Ph.D. student), der Fabrikant
(manufacturer), der Palast (palace)
-el, -en (excluding nouns derived from infinitives and
diminutives, which are neuter)
der Mantel (coat), der Magen (stomach)
-ich, -ig, der Teppich (carpet), der Kénig (king),
-ismus, -ist, der Kapitalismus (capitalism), der Sozialist

-ling (socialist), der Lehrling (apprentice)
-or, -us der Generator (generator), der Rhythmus
(rhythm)

Common exception: das Labor

6.2 Feminine nouns
M 6.2.1 Feminine by meaning

e female persons and female animals
die Frau (woman), die Schwester (sister), die Katze (cat)
Exceptions: das Madchen (girl), das Fraulein (young
woman, miss) (these are diminutives; see 6.3.2)

e aircraft, airlines, motorcycles and most names of ships
die Boeing, die Lufthansa, die BMW, die »Titanic”
Exceptions: der Airbus, der Diisenjager (jet fighter), der
Hubschrauber (helicopter)

¢ cardinal numbers
die Sieben, die Achtundzwanzig, die Hundert, die Million
M 6.2.2 Feminine by form

e all female job titles with the ending -in
die Arztin (doctor), die Physikerin (physicist), die Kochin
(cook), die Sangerin (singer)
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Note that an Umlaut (4, 0, ii) is added to the masculine
form where possible (Arzt — Arztin, Koch - Kéchin).

most nouns with the following endings:

-ei, -enz die Kartei (card file), die Intelligenz
(intelligence)

-heit, -keit, -schaft  die Wahrheit (truth),

die Dankbarkeit (gratitude),

die Leidenschaft (passion)

die Lektion (fesson), die Universitat

(university), die Warnung (warning)

-ion, -tét, -ung

6.3 Neuter nouns
W 6.3.1 Neuter by meaning

¢ young humans and young animals

das Baby (baby), das Kind (child), das Fohlen (foal)

continents, countries, towns and regions

das heutige Europa (contemporary Europe), das vereinigte
Deutschland (united Germany), das mittelalterliche Koln
(medieval Cologne), das historische Brandenburg (historical
Brandenburg)

Common exceptions: die BRD (Federal Republic of
Germany), der Irak (Irag), der Iran (Iran), der Libanon
(Lebanon), die Schweiz (Switzerland), die UdSSR (former
Soviet Union)

metals and many chemicals

das Aluminium (aluminium), das Eisen (iron), das Gold
(gold), das Silber (silver), das Chlor (chloride)
Common exceptions: der Stahl (steel), der Schwefel
(sulphur), compounds with -stoff, e.g. der Kohlenstoff
(carbon)
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