
a 6.'1.2 Masculine bY form
Most nouns with the following endings are masculine:

-dr, -and, der Reaktioniir (reoctionory), der

-ant, -ast Doktorand (Ph.D. student), der Fabrikant

(manufacturer), der Palast (poloce)

-el, -en (excluding nouns derived from infinitives and

diminutives, which are neuter)
der Mantel (coot), der Magen (stomach)

-ich, -ig, der Teppich (corpet), der Konig (king),

-ismus, -is! der Kapitalismus (copitolism), der Sozialist

-ling (sociolist), der Lehrling (opprentice)

-or, -us der Cenerator (generotor), der Rhythmus

(hythm)
Common excePtion: das Labor

5.2 Feminine nouns
A 6.2."1 Feminine bY meaning

. female persons and female animals

die Frau (womon), die Schwester (sister), die Katze (cot)

Exceptions: das Miidchen (girl), das Friiulein (young

womary mlss) (these are diminutives; see 6.3.2)

. aircraft, airlines, motorcycles and most names of ships

die Boeing, die Lufthansa, die BMW die "Titanic"
Exceptions: der Airbus, der DLiseniiiger (iet fighter), der

H ubschrauber (helicoPte)

. cardinal numbers
die Sieben, die Achtundzwanzig, die Hundert, die Million

a 6.2.2 Feminine bY form

. all female job titles with the ending -in
die Arztin (doctor), die Physikerin (physicist), die Kochin

(cook), die Siingerin (singe)

Note that an Umlaut (a, d, ii) is added to the masculine
lorm where possible (Arzt - Arztin, Koch - Kiichin).

. llrost nouns with the following endings:
-ei, -enz die Kartei (cord file), die lntelligenz

(intelligence)

-heit, -keit, -schaft die Wahrheit (truth),

die Dankbarkeit (g rotitude),

die Leidensch aft (possion)

-ion, -tiit, -ung die Lektion (lesson), die Universitiit
(university), die Warnung (worning)

6.3 Neuter nouns
I 6.3.1 Neuter by meaning

. young humans and young animals
tlas Baby (boby), das Kind (child), das Fohlen (fool)

. (ontinents, countries, towns and regions

das heutige Europa (contemporory Europe), das vereinigte
Deutschland (united Germony), das mittelalterliche Koln

(medieval Cologne), das historische Brandenburg (historicol

Brondenburg)
(lcrmmon exceptions: die BRD (Federol Republic of
Cermony), der lrak (lroq), der lran (lron), der Libanon

(Lebonon), die Schweiz (Switzerland), die UdSSR (former

Soviet Union)

. lnetals and many chemicals
das Aluminium (oluminium), das Eisen (iron), das Cold
(gold), das Silber (silve), das Chlor (chloride)
( lommon exceptions: der Stahl (steel), der Schwefel

(sulphu), compounds with -stoff, e.g. der Kohlenstoff
(corbon)


