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Prepositions indicate the relationship between one

word (usually a noun or a pronoun) and the rest of the

sentence. They determine the case of the noun/pronoun

they are linked to.

15.1 Position
. Prepositions usually precede a noun or pronoun:

lch fahre mit dem Zug. I go bY troin.

Die Blumen sind fiir dich. The flowers ore for you.

. Some prepositions can either precede or follow the

noun/pronoun: gegeniiber (opposite), entgegen (agains

towards) , entlang (along) , betreffend (with regard to),

gemii8 (according to), zufolge (according to)-

lch wohne dem Rathaus I live opposite the town holl.

gegenUber.
Die katholische Kirche ist The Cotholic church is

gegeniiber dem Rathaus. opposite the town holl'

. A few prepositions always follow the noun/pronoun:
eingerechnet (including), hindurch (throughout),

zulietre (for the sake of), zuwider (contrary to).

lch mache es dir zuliebe . l'll do it for your sake.

Certain prepositions can also precede an infinitive phrase

with zu: see 31.1.2.

15.2 Prepositions + dative
Nine common prepositions always take the dative:

aus from, out of, mode of nach ofter, to, for

Other prepositions which always take the dative are

abgesehen von (apart from), dank (thanks fo), entgegen
(against, towards), gemii8 (according fo), (mit)samt (together

with), zufolge (according to), zriliebe (for the sake of1,

zuwider (against, contrary to).

Common prepositions in context:

I 15.2.1 atrs ([rom, out of, made ofl
Sie kommt aus Berlin. She is from Berlin.

Konntest du das Auto aus Could you get the cor out

der Garage holen? of the goroge?

Der Pullover ist aus reiner The sweoter is made of

Baumwolle. pure cotton.

a'15.2.2 auKer (except, out ofl

a 15.2.3 bei (near, at, in view ofl
Das liegt bei Stuttgart. Thot's near Stuttgort.

Er bleibt eine Woche bei He is staying for a week at

seinen Eltern. his porents' house.

Bei dieser Wirtschaftslage ln view of the economic

AuBer mir ist keiner

im Haus.

Der Aufzug ist auBer
Betrieb.

mlissen wir Leute

entlassen.

There is nobody in the

building except me.

The lift is out of order.

situation we'll hove to

moke people redundont.

auf\er except, out of
bei neor, with, ot
gegenUber opposite

mit with, by

seit since, for

von from, of
zu to, qt, for

a 15.2.4 gegentiber (opposite, compared with, towards)

usually follows a pronoun but may precede or follow a

noun.
lhm gegenUber lebte ein Opposite him lived on

iilterer Mann. elderlY man.

Die Bank ist gegeniiber The bqnk is opposite the

dem Supermarkt. suPermorket.
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